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Text by Lisa Boone / Photography by Sam Frost

REMAKING A 1930S  
        HOLMBY HILLS HOUSE WITH  
                     A CONTEMPORARY SPIRIT

Above:  
The house’s 1930s Colonial facade. 

Left: 
The living room sofa (right) and coffee 
table are by Disc Interiors; the chair 
and other sofa are from Lawson Fen-
ning. Arrow ceiling light by Apparatus. 
Cheryl Maeder photograph over fire-
place; small piece on far wall, Barbara 
Kruger; Don Suggs painting at right.
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Above: 
An Elyn Zimmerman artwork 
is over a custom console table 
in the living room. The stool 
is from Hollywood at Home; 
vintage flat-weave rug from 
Jamal’s Rug Collection.

Opposite, clockwise from top left: A 
vintage mirror and Hector Finch 
sconce in the powder room; 
Emilie Halpern ceramics and a 
Trapeze sconce by Apparatus; 
a Servomuto light over a Noir 
table, Josef Hoffmann chairs and 
Restoration Hardware cabinet in 
the game room; Mark Bradford’s 
Please Share, a Martin & Brockett 
table and an Ames Ingham 
chandelier in the entry.

nown for interiors that meld of-the-
moment furnishings with vintage 

accessories, designers David 
John Dick and Krista Schrock of Disc Interiors have 
quickly earned a following for their elegant and fam-
ily-friendly style. So when a couple with three “wild” 
boys hired the Silver Lake-based designers to update 
their newly purchased Holmby Hills home, they all 
agreed that the interiors needed to be calm and kid-
proof. “The homeowners are very relaxed and want-
ed the house to feel casual,” says Dick. “They wanted 
us to take their individual styles—he likes clean and 
contemporary, she likes old Parisian apartments and 
Italian country homes—and incorporate them into 
this traditional East Coast-style home.”

The couple had been living in the husband’s midcen-
tury-modern bachelor pad for 15 years. Following the 
birth of their son and subsequent twin boys, however, 
they were motivated to look for a home that would 

accommodate their growing family and large ex-
tended family. “They wanted a space where everyone 
could gather and not feel secluded,” adds Dick.

When the couple first toured the 4,700-square-foot, 
six-bedroom home, which was built in 1936, they knew 
they had found the family compound they had been 
looking for. “I got teary eyed when I walked into the 
house, because I immediately felt a sense of warmth 
and love,” says the wife. “When I found out that the pre-
vious owners had raised three kids in the house, it all 
made sense. We wanted to preserve that feeling.”

The house, which had received some updates during 
the 1980s, was well cared for but dated. And while the 
designers fell in love with many of the home’s orig-
inal details, some of the rooms, such as the kitchen, 
evoked another era. Together the foursome mapped 
out a plan to preserve the home’s charming details 
while updating it for a 21st-century family of five. 
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Working with contractor Rob Alba, the designers 
opened up the kitchen, the archways in the living 
room and the ceiling in the master bedroom while 
retaining the home’s moldings, windows, panel-
ing, stairway and game room. Because the family 
wanted to utilize all of the space in the house, out-
dated maids’ rooms and a series of small rooms in 
the master suite were eliminated.

Knowing how the homeowners love to cook and en-
tertain, the designers also removed a wall in the kitch-
en to create one large room composed of the former 
galley kitchen, breakfast nook and dining room. A 
large calacatta-marble island is now the centerpiece 
of the kitchen, while an open dining area—anchored 
by an antique wood dining table and a custom wine 
rack by Cellar Masters—provides casual dining. A 
new combination mud room and laundry room by 
the garage is equipped with a dishwasher and sink 
that conveniently works as a secondary kitchen for 

the couple when they entertain. Now the expansive 
sun-drenched space is part traditional English kitch-
en and part contemporary great room. And in a nice 
kid-friendly touch, leather dining room chairs from 
Restoration Hardware and Thomas Hayes Studio bar-
stools upholstered with performance fabric by Chris 
Barrett can be wiped clean in case of spills.

The casual mood continues in the living room, 
where the designers complemented modern so-
fas by Disc Interiors and Lawson Fenning with 
vintage pieces from Big Daddy’s Antiques, Hol-
lywood at Home and Jamal’s Rug Collection. The 
fireplace, which was brightened with a soft taupe 
limestone, reflects the home’s neutral color pal-
ette and adds to the room’s contemporary feel, 
along with a dramatic Apparatus ceiling light and 
artworks by sculptor Elyn Zimmerman, photog-
rapher Cheryl Maeder and Los Angeles artists 
Barbara Kruger and Don Suggs.

The spacious floorplan allows easy access to the 
new game room, where the designers freshened 
the original paneling and old-fashioned walk-up 
bar with soft pink Farrow & Ball paint. Selected 
vintage pieces give the room a bit of age while con-
trasting elements—purple-gray and pink tones, a 
light-colored rug and touches of black—give the 
room balance. “We’re not really into bright pops of 
color,” Schrock says of the home’s tonal palette.  

The designers reoriented the entire master bed-
room suite, creating a soft environment with wall-
to-wall carpeting, bedding from Hollywood at 
Home and a vintage chaise upholstered in Kerry 
Joyce velvet fabric. Three small rooms adjacent 
to the bedroom were removed to create a master 
bathroom highlighted by a Hydro Systems tub, 
calacatta floor tiles, bronze hardware and Water-
works fixtures. Adding to the home’s transitional 
vibe is a vintage chair from Lucca Antiques. 

Left: 
A Restoration Hard-
ware light fixture and 
chairs complement the 
dining room table. An-
tique round table from 
Lee Stanton; Chinese 
urn lamp by Disc.

Opposite:  
Thomas Hayes 
barstools and Hector 
Finch pendant lights 
in the kitchen. 
 
Opposite below:  
Krista Schrock and 
David John Dick of 
Disc Interiors.
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The remodel took a year, but the result is every-
thing the homeowners had hoped for: warm, con-
temporary family-friendly interiors that honor 
the home’s past and present. “One of our goals is to 
make rooms look like they’ve always been there,” 
says Schrock of the seamless update. “When we 
add to the architecture of a home, it’s all about bal-
ancing old and new.”    .
Above and left:  
A custom bed by Disc is dressed in Holly-
wood at Home linens; bench from Pinch. 
Disc Collection nightstands and Visual 
Comfort table lamps. The chaise is covered 
in Kerry Joyce velvet; vintage floor lamp from 
Hollywood at Home. Artwork by Dan Kopp.

Opposite: 
A vintage chair and side table from Lucca 
Antiques in the master bath. Waterworks 
fixtures. Photograph by Shigeki Kuroda.




